




The vision and strategy of the Cultural Programs and Heritage Festivals Committee - Abu 
Dhabi aim at strengthening the sense of loyalty and belonging through the practice of the 
authentic Emirati heritage and the guarantee of its safeguard. The Committee also works 
toward the reinforcement of traditional values, notably allegiance and loyalty to the nation 
and the leadership as an authentic example to follow. All the activities of the Committee 
serve the cultural strategy of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the United Arab Emirates and 
contribute to the safeguard of the cultural legacy. The top objective is to convey the civilisational 
and human message of the UAE to the different cultures and peoples of the world.

Our nation, today, is rising to the ranks of civilised countries, with regard to development 
and progress in all fields. While we strive for better, the heritage philosophy always makes 
us very excited and longing to revisit the past and remain faithful to our roots and values.

All our achievements are but an effort to continue the story of a nation that the late Sheikh Zayed has created with his heart 
and soul. He sowed the first seeds of love, respect, knowledge and faith. And, today, we are harvesting the fruits in the form 
a distinguished success on all levels and in all fields. Our accomplishments come to confirm his words and famous quotes 
about the love for the nation. His words will remain forever entrenched in this virtuous land, as his memory has always been. 

As we strive to continue the march of authenticity and modernity that was launched by late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, we are still witnessing the constant follow-up and the unlimited support of the wise leadership. With the assistance 
and encouragement of our leaders, the Committee has managed to use its activities to reinforce the role of heritage and 
revive the traditions of ancestors. This endeavour motivates the younger and future generations to follow in the footsteps of 
their ancestors so as to create a vital coexistence between tradition and modernity. 
We are pleased to extend our thanks and appreciation for His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President 
of the United Arab Emirates for his generous support of the different projects for the safeguard of heritage and for his 
constant encouragement of the culture of festivals and heritage activities.  

We would also like to thank His Highness Gen. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, for his support of our efforts to protect authentic heritage and safeguard 
entrenched traditions.  We also extend our  sincere thanks for His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler's 
Representative in the Western Region, for his constant follow-up and his instructions toward the protection of the national 
identity and the reinforcement our civilisational and human capital for the benefit of future generations.

It should be noted that late Chairman of the Committee, Mohammad Khalaf Al Mazrouei, was particularly interested in 
national pride and tradition, including all tools, components and elements. Since the launch of the Committee, he had 
worked hard towards the strengthening of the values of loyalty to the leadership, and love for the nation.
Every activity or programme of the Committee is closely related to the authentic Emirati heritage. We continue to encourage 
the practice of heritage with aim of its revival and promotion. And, we hope that we will restore to our heritage the well-
merited local, regional, and international status.

Faris Khalaf Al Mazrouei
Chairman of the Cultural Programs and Heritage Festivals Committee – Abu Dhabi



 The Cultural Programs and Heritage Festivals
 Committee - Abu Dhabi

The Cultural Programs and Heritage Festivals Committee - Abu Dhabi was formed following a decree issued by the 
General Secretariat of the Executive Council in Abu Dhabi on the 3rd of February, 2013. 

The vision and strategy of the Committee aim at strengthening the sense of loyalty and belonging through the 
practice of the authentic Emirati heritage. The Committee also works toward the reinforcement of traditional 
values, notably allegiance and loyalty to the nation and the leadership.

All the activities of the Committee serve the cultural strategy of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the United Arab 
Emirates and contribute to the safeguard of the cultural legacy. The Committee seeks to convey the civilisational 
and human message of the UAE to the different cultures and peoples of the world.

It also works towards raising the status of the Emirati capital, through promoting the different activities, and events 
organised and hosted by Abu Dhabi. The Committee manages many festivals as well as cultural and heritage 
programs that play a key role in the safeguard of heritage and its promotion so as to encourage its practice by 
younger generations. Among these programmes are: the Million›s Poet, the Prince of Poets, the heritage and 
cultural program «Al Shara», the Liwa Date Festival, Al Dhafra Festival, the Abu Dhabi International Hunting and 
Equestrian Exhibition (ADIHEX), the International Festival of Falconry, Al Gharbia Watersports Festival, the National 
Day Celebrations, the Abu Dhabi Poetry Academy, Baynounah TV, Al Marzoom Hunting Reserve, the Abu Dhabi 
Folklore Group, the Million's Poet Magazine, the Shawati’ Magazine, and any other assigned programme, festival,  
heritage event or cultural activity.

Vision:
The sustainability of the Emirati national identity and heritage, and the encouragement of the whole community to 
practice and preserve the various forms of customs and traditions.

Mission: 
To promote the activities and practices of cultural heritage and associated customs, traditions and folklore, in order 
to sustain identity and strengthen human and social bonds.



Activities of the Committee:

Management and 
Organisation:
• The Million’s Poets programme

• The Prince of Poets programme

• The Cultural Programme Al Shara 

• The Liwa Date Festival

• Al Gharbia Watersports Festival

• Al Dhafra Festival 

• Baynounah TV channel 

• Al Marzoom Hunting Reserve

• Preparation and development of 
any new projects

Academies and 
Programmes:
• The Poetry Academy

• The Abu Dhabi folklore Group

Participation/
Support:
• Abu Dhabi International Book 

Fair

• Qasr al Hosn Festival

• UAE National Day Celebrations

• Sheikh Zayed Heritage Festival

• Abu Dhabi Grand Prix (Formula 
One race)

• The International Defence 
Exhibition & Conference (IDEX)

• The Flag Day 

• The Martyrs’ Day 

Co-organisation 
•    The Abu Dhabi International    
     Hunting and Equestrian      
     Exhibition (ADIHEX) 

• The International Festival of 
Falconry

• UAE pavilion at the Tan-Tan 
Cultural Festival (Moussem) - 
Kingdom of Morocco

Publications:
• Shawati’ Magazine

• The Million’s Poets Magazine





Management and Organisation





Al Dhafra Festival 
Inspired by the Emirati Culture and heritage, Al Dhafra is an annual festival, 
held under the patronage of His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces.  The Festival seeks to bring together generations, 
cultivate patriotic spirit among young people, revive heritage and immortalize 
it in memory.

Al Dhafra (Camel Beauty Contest) sheds light on the role of camels in the 
culture and heritage of the UAE. It includes many events, notably the Camel 
Mazayna (camel beauty contest), camel auctions, the traditional market, the 
Dates Competition, poetry, photography, folk music, the Falcon Competition, 
Saluki races and other traditional activities. Participation in the camel beauty 
contest is open to purebred breeds, namely Al Asayel and Al Majahim. Hybrid 
breeds are not accepted.

Baynounah Camel Mazayna, which is a camel beauty competition for UAE 
camel owners, was integrated into al Dhafra Festival since its 9th edition 
in 2015. The same edition witnessed the inauguration of Al Dhafra Festival 
Heritage Souq, which is the biggest heritage souq in the western region, 
where visitors have the chance to enjoy the authentic Emirati heritage.





Liwa Date Festival
Held under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, the Liwa Date 
Festival is an annual event that was launched to assist the exchange of 
technical expertise among farmers.  It aims at promoting the cultivation 
of the best and finest varieties of dates. The Festival also seeks to raise 
the quality of Emirati dates so as to achieve a better level of excellence 
and competition, locally and internationally, while preserving the healthy 
natural characteristic. The Festival includes outstanding events, notably 
competitions, date auctions, lectures that aim at raising awareness on 
the importance of the palm tree, special workshops for children, poetry 
evenings, popular games and others.





The Million’s Poet Programme
The Million’s Poet is a competition programme for Nabati poetry. 
It consists of two stages: In the first stage, the production team visits the 
Arab region’s various countries that were agreed upon by the Committee. 
The aim is to select the contestants. Held at Al Raha Beach Theatre, the 
second stage is that of live broadcast. The various episodes are aired live on 
the satellite TV channels of Baynounah TV, Abu Dhabi TV and other Arabic 
satellite TV channels. The programme enjoys a high viewing rate in the 
region.





The Prince of Poets 
Programme 
In 2007, the Prince of Poets programme was launched to mirror the identity 
of Abu Dhabi. As Abu Dhabi has been recognised on the international level, 
culture constitutes one of the most significant components of this identity. 
In the region as a whole, the Prince of Poets is considered as the largest 
cultural TV competition of its kind. The poets of classical Arabic poetry, in 
its various forms and varieties, compete to win the title. The participating 
poems should either belong to the variety of traditional rhymed poetry, 
which has been celebrated since ancient times, or that of modern poetry, 
known as free poetry. The Prince of Poets programme draws contestants 
from the Arab Gulf region, and the whole Arab world.





The Cultural Programme 
"Al Shara"
The heritage competitions programme is aired on Baynounah TV and Abu 
Dhabi TV during the holy month of Ramadan, each year. Covering all the 
areas of heritage life in the UAE, “Al Shara”, is a successful information 
programme that derives its prominent standing from its large passionate 
audience, and its high approval ratings in the Arab world.  “Al Shara” aims 
at preserving the popular heritage of the UAE, and the local dialect. It helps 
young people learn about old terminology and find out about the history of 
their country. Several satellite TV channels have broadcast the episodes of 
the programme. Many Arab channels have also covered and followed the 
event.





Al Gharbia Watersports 
Festival
The 10 - day Festival is abuzz with adventure and watersports. It is 
characterised by the participation of renowned international athletes. The 
activities include kite-flying, boat races, windsurfing, thrilling camping 
activities, beach concerts, and other exciting activities and surprises. The 
Festival also features sports competitions which include skiing, beach 
volleyball and beach football. It offers festive food stations as well as a 
Traditional Market to satisfy those enjoy shopping.





Al Marzoom Hunting Reserve
Al Marzoom Hunting Reserve, the first protected area of its kind in the world, 
provides a unique opportunity for the lovers of falconry to practise traditional 
hunting while enjoying an exceptional tourist and heritage experience. The 
Reserve provides an appropriate and safe environment for falconers and all 
those interested in falconry-related activities. 

Al Marzoom is situated in Al Gharbia (The Western Region) in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi, within just an hour drive of the capital city. It is open for visitors 
during the hunting season, which falls between November and February, for 
seven days each week. There are two daily visit times: One in the morning and 
another one in the evening.

Visitors are accepted as part of hunting teams, with each team including no 
more than five members in the company of a professional hunter. With the 
area being a natural reserve, camels are the only means of transportation 
that are accepted. Visitors of Al Marzoom can hunt Houbara bustards and 
wild rabbits while strolling in the vast protected area, which sprawls over 923 
square kilometres. 

The visitors can stay at traditional camps and the main activity consists of 
traditional hunting with falcons, without the use of any weapons of any kind. 





Co - organisation





The Abu Dhabi International 
Hunting and Equestrian 
Exhibition (ADIHEX)
An annual event organised by Abu Dhabi, ADIHEX has won a distinguished 
position and international recognition.  The event succeeded as an artistic, 
heritage, environmental and cultural phenomenon that assimilates the 
economic aspect, which is necessary to ensure the continuity of any event. 
ADIHEX has been characterised by the conclusion of major deals and the 
signing of large contracts. At the same time, ADIHEX has been keen on 
raising awareness about the concept of sustainable hunting. 

On both the regional and international levels, ADIHEX has become a rare 
opportunity to promote sustainable hunting, and has turned into a forum 
for the advocates of environmental conservation, hunting enthusiasts, poets 
and artists. The unique standing enjoyed by falconry and equestrian in the 
Arabian Peninsula is no secret. These activities have become a symbol of the 
deep-rooted Arab civilization, which combines sports, courage, manhood, 
environmental conservation, compassion towards birds and animals, noble 
qualities and all the values that characterise Arabs since ancient times.





The International Festival of 
Falconry
The International Festival of Falconry is considered as one of the biggest 
festivals organised in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. With the participation of 
more than 75 countries, the Festival seeks to promote the position of the 
UAE as a country that has succeeded in reconciling between the present, 
with all its new technologies and requirements, and the past, with all its 
authenticity, deep-rootedness, and culture. The Festival does actually 
enhance Abu Dhabi's stature as a top cultural and tourist destination on 
both regional and international levels. It also provides an outstanding 
environment for the exchange and dialogue between civilizations 
and cultures, and offers a rare platform for the gathering of peoples, 
organizations and individuals who hold a special interest in falconry. The 
main objective consists in the promotion, protection and development of 
this heritage. 

The Festival, which is organised every three years, features an international 
forum, with the participation of about 100 experts, scientists, and falconry 
professionals. The participants submit research papers on falconry, and 
future plans that have been adopted by the UNESCO in order to preserve 
and sustain this human heritage. The visitors have a unique opportunity to 
discover rare heritage and folklore activities that represent 75 countries 
from different continents.





National Day Celebrations 
The Committee is keen on participating in the annual celebrations of 
the National Day of the United Arab Emirates, through the organisation 
of a celebration that includes a musical operetta peformance held at the 
outdoor arena of the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre (ADNEC) in 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The celebration, which attracts nationals and 
residents, seeks to highlight the achievements of the nation and to confirm 
the deep-rootedness of the bonds that were nurtured by the leaders of the 
Union, and notably late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates 
and Their Highnesses rulers of the Emirates continue to follow in the 
footsteps of the late founder to lead the nation toward more progress and 
prosperity. 

The celebration also highlights the values of national unity, pride in the 
entrenched history, common roots, loyalty to the leadership, and national 
solidarity. Many partners of the Committee take part in the celebration, 
namely: The General Command of the UAE Armed Forces, the General 
Command of Abu Dhabi Police, the Abu Dhabi Education Council, the 
Emirates Heritage Club, and the Abu Dhabi Vocational Education and 
Training Institute. The celebration enjoys a large turnout on the part of 
nationals from different ages, and is broadcast live on Abu Dhabi TV and 
other local channels. 





Tan-Tan Cultural Festival 
(Moussem) - Kingdom of 
Morocco
The Emirati participation at the Tan-Tan Cultural Festival comes as part of the 
efforts made to reinforce dialogue, and cultural exchange while celebrating 
values of friendship and tolerance. 

The Festival is organised in the Tan-Tan region in southern Morocco. Previously, Tan-Tan used to attract dozens of tribes 
during its annual Moussem. The event is organised in the form of a large gathering that captures the different aspects 
of desert life, its customs and traditions. The Moussem was revived so as to preserve the intangible cultural heritage. 
In September 2004, the Tan-Tan Cultural Festival was inscribed on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
to ensure its safeguard and maintain its annual organisation. Held under the supervision of the Committee, the UAE 
pavilion conveys the cultural and intellectual message of the UAE. It also highlight, the cultural movement that has 
raised the status of the UAE on the international level on account of the country’s valuable contributions to the cultural 
and heritage fields. 

The participation shows pride in the Emirati heritage and seeks to promote the local traditions. The Emirati traditional 
attire is present in all activities at this distinguished Festival. The Committee organises the participation of the Emirati 
delegation in cooperation with a number of state bodies, namely: The Emirates Falconers' Club, the General Women's 
Union, the Camel Racing Federation, the Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation, and the Khalifa Fund for Enterprise 
Development. All these state bodies work toward highlighting the different heritage practices in the UAE, through the 
display of pictures, paintings, and booklets, as well as diverse heritage activities. 

The Emirati participation includes art and heritage evenings and performances that are presented on the opening 
ceremony. The Abu Dhabi Folklore Group presents an integrated programme that includes all forms of Emirati folk arts 
(Al Aayala, Al Harbiya (traditional dance), Al Habban (folk dance), Al Maled (art of recitation), Al Taghruda, and an Emirati 
popular Tarab evening, featuring Oud and Rababa). The Poetry Academy organises evenings of Nabati poetry to ensure 
an interaction with heritage through the language of poets.  The Emirati delegation participates in the heritage parade 
with the national Emirati attire, raising the flag of the UAE to the skies of Morocco.  

The Camel Racing Federation organises camel competitions and heritage milking contests. The Heritage Tent draws 
attention to the elements of the intangible heritage. Situated inside the official site of the Festival, the Tent highlights the 
different heritage activities of the UAE, and especially the elements that were inscribed on the UNESCO List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, namely: falconry, Al Sadu, and Al Taghruda.  The Tent visitors can also find out about the art of cooking, 
henna, and traditional crafts like Al Sadu and Al Telli.  The Market includes workshops of traditional Emirati crafts, a display 
of popular Emirati clothes and jewellery, and a presentation of the different popular dishes and traditional games for children.   





Academies and Programmes





The Abu Dhabi Poetry Academy
The Abu Dhabi Poetry Academy is the first literary body specialised in 
academic studies of the two varieties of Arabic poetry (Classical, and 
Nabati). The launch of the Academy came to crown the attention the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi accords to literature and culture, including poetry, which is 
considered as important and authentic reference in the Arab history.

In its annual programme, the Academy and seeks to uphold the different 
cultural activities that are related to the field of Arab poetry. It organises 
academic conferences, research seminars, and literary workshops, 
with the participation of the cream of the crop of researchers and those 
interested from the various countries of the world. The annual program also 
includes the organization of poetry recitals that cover different experiments 
from around the Arab world. The Academy has published creative poetry 
collections, and is working on the creation of a public library specialised in 
the studies, and publications of popular culture, including all its forms and 
fields. 





The Abu Dhabi folklore 
Group
Created in 2008, the Abu Dhabi Folklore Group is one of the most important 
Folklore Groups in the UAE. In early stages, the Group benefited from the 
assistance of experts in the field of Folklore in the Arab region. The focus was 
on the disciplines of movement arts and music.

The Group includes young Emirati talents who are interested in the Folklore 
dances. The objective behind the formation of the group consists in the 
exploration of the conventional movement art with the aim of presenting it 
in a form of a performance that is characterised by various formations on 
the stage, with all the body expressions, local costumes and accessories. 
The performances integrate customs and traditions while using a scientific 
approach for the reproduction of this art on stage.  The Group has 50 members 
who were selected according to appropriate standards. In its performances, 
the Abu Dhabi Folklore Group currently relies on Emirati professionals and 
draws its inspiration from folk arts: Al Aayala, Al Harbiya (traditional dance), 
Al Rizfa (folk dance), Liwa art, Al Ahla art, Al Maled (art of recitation), Al 
Habban (folk dance), Al Tanboura art, Al Nouban, and the discipline of 
movement performance.





Publications



Abu Dhabi, globalising the local, localising the global
أبوظبي: أصالة الحضارة وحداثة الحياة
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The Shawati' Magazine
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi launched the first issue the Shawati' Magazine 
in 2007. It is a periodical cultural magazine', in both English and Arabic. 
Released from the heart of the desert environment, the Shawati’ Magazine 
seeks to raise the status of the Emirati capital in the fields of culture, heritage, 
environment and tourism.   This pioneering cultural project is a fruit of a 
significant media role and a noble strategy that aims at transforming the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi into an international cultural centre. The Magazine 
is keen on providing its readers with the information they need, and the 
stories that meet their expectations and interests. 





The Million’s Poet Magazine
A monthly magazine published by the Poetry Academy. It is concerned with 
the cultural movement in the UAE and the Arab region, as well as literature 
and cultural heritage. 

The first issue was released in 2006 as part of the project of the Million’s 
Poet competition and programme of Nabati poetry. In 2007, and after the 
launch of the first season of the Prince of Poets competition and programme 
of classical poetry, the Magazine started to take interest in eloquent poetry.





OFFICIAL MEDIA PARTNER





Baynounah TV
Established in 2013, Baynounah TV is a free-to-air Emirati TV channel 
with a mission to reflect the daily lives of the Emirati community. A 
pioneer in broadcasting national and local heritage, the channel’s diverse 
programming touches on social awareness, health, heritage and cultural, 
and religious topics.
Baynounah TV believes that there is much to be learnt from our ancestors, 
and that their messages of perseverance is echoed through the channel’s 
content. These stories of our heritage are told in a creative and entertaining 
way that aims to present the past to the present generation.

In addition to its diverse programmes, the channel covers Abu Dhabi’s key 
cultural events and festivals as a media partner of the ‘Cultural Programs 
and Heritage Festivals Committee - Abu Dhabi.’
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